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RED  BOOK  HITS  25  YEARS-10  MILLION  COPIES 


Whitman’s  Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins,  by  R.  S.  Yeoman,  marks  its 
silver  anniversary  this  month.  In  achiev¬ 
ing  this  historical  record  of  longevity, 
it  has  established  several  claims  unparal¬ 
leled  in  the  field  of  numismatic  publish¬ 
ing.  It  has  enjoyed  the  widest  distribu¬ 
tion  of  any  coin  book  throughout  each 
year  of  its  publication,  and  it  is  the  only 
book  that  has  been  accepted  as  the  stan¬ 
dard  authoritative  reference  on  coin 
values  by  all  segments  of  the  hobby. 
Popularly  known  as  the  “Red  Book”  and 
.  “bible  of  United  States  coins,”  it  is  as 
ifamiliar  to  most  collectors  as  their  daily 
^  newspaper. 

The  most  significant  record  set  with 
this  year’s  printing  is  in  the  fact  that 
during  this  press  run,  the  ten  millionth 
( 10,000,000)  copy  was  printed.  This  was 
real  cause  for  the  Whitman  stafT  to 
pause  and  celebrate  the  event.  A  care¬ 
ful  count  was  made  and  a  special  cere¬ 
mony  held  as  the  designated  book  roiled 
off  the  production  line.  Inspectors  pro¬ 
claimed  it  a  perfect  copy,  but  unlike  its 
brothers,  it  was  not  released  to  the  pack¬ 


ing  station.  This  copy  was  presented  to 
R.  S.  Yeoman,  the  author,  by  Western 
President  Jerome  Slade.  Later  it  wa-i 
autc^aphed  by  all  present  at  the  cere¬ 
mony  and  became  a  treasured  part;  of 
Mr.  Yeoman’s  “bopl^helf  |>f  ajchieye-j  i 
ments.”  ,  ;  j  i’; 

During  ilquar^r  c^ntuiiy  ofjpublica-j 
tion,  tho^'^d ,  Book^  Kas  lund|rgobp  At 
multitude  of  xlra^nges.  Mew  information 
about  Uni^  States  coins  is  added  each 
year  and 'itttproy^ents  jare  (instantly  ^ 
being  ntade  to  add  tO^He  us^ulness  of^  ■ 
the  bof^  On  tlje  occasion  jp/  the  silver 
annk'emry.  Kenneth  B.jre«jifett,  who  has 
been  coorennaling  editor  of  the  book 
sinc^l959.  was  detcmiined  to  engineer 
addition a^^lhnnges  major  enough  to 
warrant  the  claim  of  a  compIcteTy 
vised  edition. 

The  project  was  started  in  1969  and 
work  continued  until  the  week  before 
presses  started  to  roll.  It  can  quite  truth¬ 
fully  be  said  that  nearly  every  page 
in  the  book  was  re\nsed  in  one  way  or 
another.  A  summary  of  some  of  the 
most  important  changes  follows.  Also 


interjected  are  notes  about  the  price 
revisions  for  each  series  of  coins  (a  spe¬ 
cial  preview  of  each  new  book  has  been 
published  in  this  fashion  for  the  past 
several  years)  . , 

j  The  25th  anniversary  Red  Book’s  first 
adpcatailce  4^ jn^'^css  can  be  seen  on 
t^  cdver.  jThfc  year^^for  the  first  time 
,.  tile  tiw  is  stamp^*i^  silver  rather  than 
m  ^(i.,.^he'aesign  has  been  modified 
slight^  by  ^hf  ^addition  of  a  display  of 
coins  and  the  ins^ption  “Silver  .Anni- 
vcrs^  Edition.”y0ri  opening  the  book, 
thp^first  addjiijjn  wi|L.be  found  on  the 
yBormally  blank  “endshret.”  This  now 
has  a  picture  and  facsimile  autograph 
of  tire  author,  to^lher  with  a  short  his- 
_tory^the  Re<T*Book. 

Tnfbnnation  about  the  Pillar  Dollar 
shown  as  the  frontispiece  has  been  ex¬ 
panded  to  answer  many  questions  asked 
about  this  coin,  and  the  introduction  has 
been  updated  with  information  about 
the  1971  U.S.  dollars  and  changes  in  the 
coinage  laws. 

The  Colonial  section  of  coin  listings 
has  been  completely  revised  and  many 
changes  made  in  accordance  with  recom¬ 
mendations  from  leading  experts  in  this 
field.  Deletions  of  pieces  from  this  sec¬ 
tion  are  as  significant  as  the  many  ad¬ 
ditions.  The  WM  New  Hampshire  cent 
has  been  removed  because  of  its  ques¬ 
tionable  origin.  The  same  is  true  of 
the  New  England  stiver,  the  Connecticut 
“Wheel  Goes  Round”  piece,  and  the 
Good  Samaritan  shilling,  long  known 
to  be  spurious  but  included  as  a  supple¬ 
mentary  note.  New  pieces  added  include 
the  Machin’s  Mill  coinage,  the  Albany 
Church  penny,  the  New  York  Theatre 
token,  and  a  laige  selection  of  French 
Colonial  coins  that  circulated  through¬ 
out  North  America.  The  often  encoun¬ 
tered  restrike  of  the  American  planta¬ 
tions  token  is  included  and  priced  for 
the  fij'st  time.  Some  major  varieties  have 
been  added  to  r^ular  type  listings,  and 
the  Washington  tokens  have  been  re¬ 
arranged  for  greater  clarity.  Prices  in 
the  Colonial  section  have  generally  gone 


up,  especially  rare  items  in  choice  con¬ 
dition.  New  price  columns  have  been 
added  for  several  coins. 

The  section  on  regular  United  States 
coins  has  also  been  rearranged  and  im¬ 
proved  with  the  help  of  many  dedicated 
specialists.  Page  59  is  very  significant  and 
is  cross  referenced  many  times  through¬ 
out  the  book.  This  chapter  contains  a 
discussion  of  mint  marks  and  explains 
when  and  w-hy  various  size  marks  are 
used  on  coins.  A  variety  like  the  1928S 
cent  with  large  and  small  mint  mark  is 
so  noted  in  the  price  listing,  with  a  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  explanation  on  page  59. 
The  intriguing  story  that  is  given  will 
help  to  clarify  the  significance  of  the 
1945  Micro  S  dime  and  other  similar 
abnormalities. 

Also  noticeable  throughout  the  book 
are  the  new  bibliographies  and,  perhaps 
the  most  useful  addition,  speciBcations 
about  the  physical  properties  of  each 
coin.  A  typical  example  of  this  in  the 
20<‘  piece  listing  reads  as  follows: 
Designer  William  Barber;  weight  5 
grams;  composition:  .900  silver,  .100 
copper;  diameter  22mm;  plain  edge; 
mints:  Philadelphia,  Carson  City,  San 
Francisco. 

New  headings,  captions,  and  informative 
notes  have  also  been  included  on  nearly 
every  page.  Most  mint  mark  locations 
are  now  shown  with  enlarged  photos  ad¬ 
jacent  to  each  coin  type. 

An  effort  was  made  to  include  all  the 
latest  verified  discoveries  of  overdates 
and  varieties  of  interest  to  collectors. 
The  leading  helper  in  this  area  was 
Theodore  Clark,  who  also  supplied  the 
necessary  photographs  for  what  he  wit¬ 
tily  termed  “Project  25.”  Among  the 
scores  of  new  varieties  that  many  col¬ 
lectors  will  be  pleased  to  see  listed  for 
the  first  time  are  the  1942/1  D  dime, 
1968S  and  1970S  proof  dimes  without 
mint  mark,  and  the  1970S  large  and 
small  date  cents. 


Author  R.  S.  Yoomon  racolvai  conorotulotioni  from 
Sill  Wholoy.  Mgr.  Activity  and  Hoi»y  Product*,  and 
Kon  Brostett,  Mgr.  Coin  Product*,  on  complotion  of  tho 
now  Rod  Book. 


The  Half  Cent  section  was  changed 
with  the  editorial  help  of  one  of  the 
country’s  leading  experts,  and  several 
notes  were  added  to  improve  coverage 
of  this  series.  Values  are  up  somewhat, 
especially  rare  dates  and  half  cents  in 
high  grade  condition.  Common  pieces 
remain  about  the  same  or  increased  in 
value  slightly. 

The  Large  Cent  section  has  undergone 
a  complete  face  lifting,  primarily  due  to 
the  efforts  of  the  Early  American  Cop¬ 
pers  Club,  whose  members  made  a  joint 
effort  to  reorganize  listings  and  infor¬ 
mation,  and  to  detennine  which  varieties 
should  be  listed  for  the  greatest  benefit 
to  collectors.  Here  again,  varieties  de¬ 
leted  from  the  list  are  as  noteworthy  as 
those  added.  The  rearranged  listing  and 
new  photographs,  especially  enlarge¬ 
ments  of  overdates,  will  add  greatly  to 
the  usefulness  and  clarity  of  this  section. 

Values  of  Early  Date  Cents  have  risen 
slightly,  especially  rare  varieties  and 


coins  in  higher  grade  condition.  The 
later,  more  common  dates  remain  steady 
or  with  only  slight  upward  changes  in 
value. 

Few  editorial  changes  were  needed  in 
the  arrangement  of  the  Small  Cent  sec¬ 
tion,  but,  as  with  the  rest  of  the  book, 
some  new  illustrations  were  added,  along 
with  new  headings  and  information,  to 
make  this  chapter  more  readable.  Illus¬ 
trations  of  the  overdate  Indian  cents  will 
be  very  helpful  aids  in  identifying  these 
pieces.  Prices  have  remained  fairly  con¬ 
stant  throughout  this  series  but  some  of 
the  key  dates,  1856,  1877,  1908S,  and 
1909S,  have  gone  down  in  value.  Late 
date  proofs  were  also  lowered  slightly 
and  only  minor  adjustments  both  up 
and  down  were  made  in  tlie  rest  of  the 
series.  Late  date  uncirculated  coins  are 
nearly  all  down  from  last  year’s  values. 

Two  Cent  pieces  remain  steady  in 
their  interest  and  demand.  The  popular 
1869/8  variety  has  been  listed  for  the 


first  time.  Three  Cent  Nickel  coins, 
which  are  very  much  in  demand  this 
year,  are  up  in  value  for  nearly  every 
grade  and  date. 

Nickels  in  general  have  not  changeJ^P 
very  much  in  value.  Minor  adjustments 
were  made  throughout  the  series,  with 
some  prices  up  and  others  down.  De¬ 
mand  is  apparently  not  as  strong  as  in 
former  years  and  many  of  the  common 
dates  have  dropped  in  value.  The  1954 
and  1955  Jeffersons  with  over-stamped 
mint  marks  arc  now  listed  and  illus¬ 
trated.  News  of  their  existence  will  come 
as  a  surprise  to  many  collectors  and  will 
prompt  a  search  for  additional  speci¬ 
mens. 

Three  Cent  Silver  coins  have  risen  in 
value  in  uncirculated  condition.  Deal¬ 
ers’  stocks  of  these  are  always  short. 
Two  overdates  have  been  added  in  this 
section.  The  silver  half  dimes  have  re¬ 
mained  in  steady  demand  and  ar**  es¬ 
pecially  popular  among  type  collectors. 

Three  new  overdates  were  added  to 
the  listing  of  dimes,  1830/29,  1893/2, 
and  the  controversial  1942/1  D.  Val- 
u«  have  gone  up  for  Liberty  Seated 
Dimes  in  uncirculated  condition.  Those 
before  I860  command  a  minimum  of 
$50.00,  no  doubt  due  to  the  heavy  de¬ 
mand  by  type  collectors.  Most  key  dates 
in  the  Mercury  series  are  up  in  uncircu¬ 
lated  condition  and  there  are  slight  in¬ 
creases  throughout  the  entire  range 
dates. 

The  Quarter  grouping,  like  the  rest  of 
the  book,  has  been  improved  with  addi¬ 
tional  pictures,  overdate  listings,  new 
headings,  minting  specifications,  and 
comments  about  significant  overlapping 
changes  in  mint  mark  size.  Early  dates 
show  price  increases,  especially  in  uncir¬ 
culated  condition,  here  again  probably 
due  to  the  influence  of  type  collectors. 
Liberty  Seated  Quarters  before  1865 
now  have  a  base  price  of  $50.00  in  un¬ 
circulated  condition.  Minor  price  adjust¬ 
ments  can  be  seen  throughout.  Barber 
Quarters  in  Extremely  Fine  grade  are  up 
considerably.  All  of  the  Variety  1  Lib¬ 
erty  Standing  Quarters  have  gone  up, 
and  a  new  wave  of  interest  is  reflected 
in  the  Washington  series.  The  1955D, 
however,  has  dropped  a  bit  in  value. 

The  new  Red  Book’s  most  noticeable 
change  in  format  and  illustration  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  Bust  Half  Dollar  section. 

The  country’s  leading  authorities  in  this 
field  have  spent  months  gathering  infor¬ 
mation  and  suitable  specimens  for  pho¬ 
tography.  Major  varieties  are  now  illus¬ 
trated  with  enlarged  photos.  Much  new 
information  is  given  about  edge  designs 
and  other  salient  features.  Listings 
later  dates  have  also  been  improved 
many  ways  up  to  and  including  the  1971 
copper-nickel  clad  coins.  Changes  in  val¬ 
ues  for  the  Half  Dollar  section  very 
much  parallel  those  of  the  quarters. 
Franklin  Halves,  however,  have  leveled 


off  in  popularity  and  softened  in  price 
somewhat. 

Significant  changes  in  the  Silver  Dol¬ 
lar  section  are  mostly  apparent  in  the 


This  tpeclal  ploquo  woft  proiontcd  to  R.  S.  Yoomon 
by  Prosidtnt«  Jerome  Sfode,  in  commemoro- 

lion  of  the  Red  Sook'e  25th  onnivertory. 

Morgan  series,  which  has  been  revised 
to  include  the  newly  discovered  over¬ 
dates  of  1880.  Values  of  all  late  date  dol¬ 
lars  have  changed  radically  to  reflect 
the  current  strong  market.  New  illustra¬ 
tions  will  aid  in  identifying  important 
varieties.  The  long-awaited  Eisenhower 
dollar  is  illustrated,  priced,  and  de¬ 
scribed,  with  comments  on  both  the 
copper-nickel  and  silver  clad  issues. 

Editorial  changes  in  the  section  on 
gold  coins  corresponds  to  those  of  other 
parts  of  the  book.  The  new  illustrations, 
captions,  information,  and  variety  list¬ 
ings  add  greatly  to  the  usefulness  of  this 
section.  Gold  values  have  changed  in 
many  ways.  Generally,  the  section’s  early 
dates  show  only  minor  upward  adjust¬ 
ments.  The  more  common  late  date  gold 
has  recently  been  influenced  by  the  ris¬ 
ing  world  market  price  of  gold  and  val¬ 
ues  of  nearly  all  late  dates  have  been 
changed.  Even  so,  the  new  values  are 
generally  not  as  high  as  they  were  a  year 
ago.  Changes  throughout  $5.00’s  and 
$  10.00’s  reflect  the  influence  of  recent 
auction  records  for  many  coins  that  do 
not  usually  appear  on  the  market.  Many 
sleepers  have  now  been  identified  and 
priced  accordingly. 

Commemorative  coins  are  really  the 
basic  topic  of  discussion  in  the  new  Red 
Book.  Interest  in  this  scries  has  increased 
during  the  past  year  and  it  seemed  ap¬ 
propriate  that  this  commemorative  issue 
of  the  Red  Book  be  dedicated  to  com¬ 
memorative  coins.  In  addition  to  the 
traditional  listings,  a  special  nine-page 
feature  on  this  subject  replaces  the  sec¬ 
tion  termed  “Old  Red  Books  Never  Die” 
that  appeared  in  last  year’s  catalog.  The 
new  commemorative  section  gives  a  de¬ 
tailed  report  on  conunemorative  values 
and  trends  as  reflected  in  twenty-five 


years  of  values  reported  in  past  Red 
Books.  For  many  this  will  be  the  most 
important  part  of  the  book  and  by  itself 
worth  the  price  of  the  new  edition. 

But  revisions  and  additions  do  not 
end  here.  They  are  also  very  much 
evident  in  the  Fractional  Gold  listing, 
which  is  expanded  to  triple  its  former 
size.  Hawaiian  coins  have  also  been  com¬ 
pletely  revamped.  The  section  on  Puerto 
Rico,  which  was  added  when  state¬ 
hood  seemed  imminent,  has  now  been 
dropped  because  of  lack  of  popularity. 
And  last,  but  far  from  least,  the  index 
has  been  completely  transformed,  a  task 
made  necessary  to  incorporate  the  many 
additions  in  the  text  of  the  book  and  to 
reflect  the  fact  that  practically  every 
page  has  been  reorganized. 

The  only  thing  that  has  not  been 
changed  in  the  silver  anniversary  edition 
of  the  Red  Book  is  its  suggested  retail 
price,  which  remains  at  $2.50 — the 
world’s  greatest  bargain  for  the  biggest 
package  of  information  available  at  that 
price.  ■ 

U.S.  CURRENCY  GUIDE 
IN  FIFTH  EDITION 

Clothed  in  a  brand-new  flashy  four- 
color  cover,  the  5th  edition  of  Neil 
Shafer’s  fully  illustrated  Guide  Book  of 
Modem  U.S.  Currency  has  just  been 
released.  Once  a^ain  this  volume  has 
undergone  extensive  revision  to  bring 
collectors  the  most  up-to-date  informa¬ 
tion  and  values  on  all  U.S.  paper  money 
from  1929  to  the  very  latest  issues.  All 
those  so  much  in  the  news  will  be  found 


in  these  pages — the  Barr  notes  still  so 
popular,  and  also  the  Kennedy-Kabis 
and  Kabis-Connally  notes  just  off  the 
presses. 

In  the  listings  will  be  found  a  larger 
proportion  of  “star”  or  replacement 
notes  than  ever  before,  as  the  panelists 
were  very  active  in  their  participation 
in  submitting  values  from  which  an 
accurate  market  picture  of  this  ever- 
popular  phase  of  paper  money  collecting 


could  be  drawn.  Wherever  possible  the 
amounts  printed  for  these  star  notes 
have  been  included,  and  some  of  these 
totals  are  in  numismatic  print  for  the 
first  time. 

One  major  change  from  previous  edi¬ 
tions  is  the  complete  absence  of  any 
specific  numbering  system.  Instead,  a 
handy  checklist  space  is  now  provided 
so  that  a  collector  may  keep  a  record 
of  his  collection  right  with  the  catalog 
listing.  It  was  felt  that  such  a  feature 
would  be  more  useful  than  any  system 
of  numbers,  since  the  notes  are  clearly 
marked  when  printed  and  arc  always 
referred  to  by  tj^pe  and  date  as  shown 
on  the  notes  themselves. 

Another  completely  new  feature  is  the 
inclusion  of  Bureau  of  Engraving  numis¬ 
matic  Souvenir  Sheets.  While  only  two 
have  so  far  been  made,  more  are  planned 
and  the  series  should  prove  to  be  very 
much  in  demand.  These  sheets  are 
works  of  engraving  art,  and  the  yearly 
release  of  new  ones  is  already  eagerly 
awaited  by  many  collectors. 

The  previous  edition  introduced  a 
large  section  on  United  States  Military 
Payment  Certificates  that  proved  to  be 
one  of  the  highlights  of  the  book.  Be¬ 
cause  of  a  very  active  market,  valuations 
for  this  section  have  been  completely 
revised.  Also,  the  new  Vietnam  Series 
692  now  in  use  has  been  included,  with 
full  illustrations  and  values. 

Rising  production  costs  have  finally 
caught  up  with  this  book,  and  the  sug¬ 
gested  retail  price  has  been  forced  up¬ 
ward  a  modest  50^  to  $2.50;  size  re¬ 
mains  at  160  pages.  The  colorful  new 
cover  adds  great  eye  appeal  and  will 
add  to  sales.  Stock  number  is  9373.  ■ 

A  NEW  SILVER  DOLLAR 
FOR  CANADA 

In  a  move  that  must  surely  have 
caught  many  collectors  by  surprise,  the 
Canadian  government  has  authorized 
tlie  Ottawa  Mint  to  strike  a  1971  dollar 
coin  in  silver  as  a  special  collector’s 
item.  The  new  silver  piece  will  be  made 
according  to  the  standards  of  size  that 
were  used  on  Canadian  dollar  coins 
made  from  1935  through  1967.  Silver 
content,  hosvever,  will  be  lowered  to 
.500  fine  from  the  previous  coinage  stan¬ 
dard  of  .800.  Judging  from  the  last 
Canadian  silver  coinage  that  took  place 
in  early  1968  with  .500  fine  silver  10^ 
and  25<  pieces,  the  new  dollar  pieces 
will  have  the  characteristic  look  of  a 
good  silver  coin,  and  will  no  doubt  be 
a  very  popular  item. 

The  last  Canadian  silver  dollar  was 
struck  in  1967  as  part  of  the  special 
coinage  commemorating  the  Centennial 
of  Confederation.  Beginning  in  1968, 
the  dollar  coin  was  markedly  reduced 
in  size  from  36  mm  to  32.1  mm,  and 


silver  was  eliminated  completely  from 
its  makeup.  The  metal  used  instead  was 
(and  is)  pure  nickel. 

Dollar  pieces  of  regular  design  and 
in  the  newly  reduced  size  were  struck  in 
1968  and  1969.  In  1970  a  commemora¬ 
tive  dollar  for  the  centennial  of  Mani¬ 
toba’s  entry  into  the  Confederation  was 
struck,  and  in  1971  there  has  already 
been  made  a  commemorative  dollar  for 
the  province  of  British  Coliunbia’s  cen¬ 
tennial  as  a  part  of  the  Confederation. 
Thus,  the  new  silver  dollar  for  1971  is 
important  for  several  reasons:  it  is  also 
to  be  in  honor  of  British  Columbia 
Province;  its  design  on  the  reverse  will 
be  completely  different  from  the  pure 
nickel  piece;  it  will  not  be  released  into 
circulation,  and  will  be  available  only 
through  the  office  which  is  handling 
orders  at  $3  per  piece.  Collectors  began 
ordering  the  silver  dollar  in  April. 

One  wonders  if  it  is  by  siiecr  coinci¬ 
dence  that  both  the  United  States  and 
Canada  are  to  produce  a  silver  dollar 
as  well  as  a  base  metal  piece  for  1971. 
Perhaps  the  Canadian  government  was 


influenced  by  the  apparently  heavy  de¬ 
mand  which  it  is  anticipated  the  Eisen¬ 
hower  dollar  will  generate.  In  any  event, 
collectors  are  being  well  taken  care  of 
insofar  as  the  manufacture  and  availa¬ 
bility  of  new  and  attractive  collectors’ 
items  is  concerned. 


The  next  question  poses  itself  right 
at  Whitman’s  very  doorstep:  how  will 
the  holders  and  albums  take  care  of 
this  new  Canadian  lai^e-size  1971  silver 
piece?  Plans  have  been  underway  for  a 
thorough  revision  and  updating  pro¬ 
gram  for  all  the  Canadian  supply  items, 
especially  the  popular  Bookshelf  line. 
The  new  piece  does  indeed  present  a 
number  of  problems  for  Whitman,  and 
as  its  announcement  is  so  recent,  no 


firm  plans  have  yet  been  drawn  up  to 
handle  the  situation.  The  Bookshelf 
Album  No.  9512  (Canadian  Dollars, 
Plain)  will  of  course  accommodate  the 
new  piece.  The  main  problem  is  how  or 
if  it  fits  in  with  the  regular  coinage  of 
smaller  size  and  in  nickel  that  will  most 
likely  continue  into  the  indefinite  future. 
Perhaps  the  answer  will  be  to  leave  a 
row  of  larger-size  holes  at  the  end  of  a 
new  Canadian  Dollar  album  for  such 
pieces  as  this  special  commemorative, 
as  this  practice  may  prove  so  popular 
that  it  might  be  repeated  in  years  to 
come.  Whitman  is  constantly  striving  to 
meet  the  challenges  of  the  ever-changing 
market,  and  it  appears  as  though  this 
new  dollar  will  certainly  provide  some 
serious  food  for  thought  as  the  Canadian 
albums  undergo  their  coming  revisions. 
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SILVER  COINS 
ARE  STILL  EVERYWHERE 

So  often  the  cry  is  heard  that  “all 
silver  is  gone  and  nobody  can  collect 
it  any  more.”  Only  in  one  sense  does 
this  have  any  validity:  one  cannot  go 
to  the  bank  and  get  rolls  of  dimes  and 
quarters  loaded  with  silver  coins.  But 
as  to  the  ability  to  collect  them — this  is 
as  strong  and  as  much  fun  as  ever  if 
the  collector  simply  switches  his  avenues 
of  approach  to  two  major  sources.  The 
first  of  these,  and  perhaps  the  one  offer¬ 
ing  the  most  challenge  and  fun  in  the 
process,  is  the  non-collecting  public.  A 
great  many  silver  coins  were  removed 
from  circulation  by  people  all  over  the 
country,  and  much  of  thb  silver  is  still 
being  held  just  because  it  is  silver.  The 
hope  is,  of  course,  the  eventual  realiza¬ 
tion  of  a  profit  from  such  coins. 

They  are  a  prime  source  for  the 
dates  and  mints  a  collector  might  want 
and  quite  possibly  would  be  happy  to 
exchange  silver  for  silver.  Literally  mil¬ 
lions  of  silver  coins  are  held  bv  such 
folks. 

The  other  source,  and  an  obvious 
one,  is  the  local  coin  dealer.  He  is  in 
business  to  serve  his  customers,  and 
many  dealers  have  made  up  nice  stocks 
of  late-date  silver  coins  that  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  for  little  above  their  silver  con¬ 
tent.  There  are  plenty  of  holes  in  those 
boards  that  can  be  filled  with  minimum 
cost  to  the  collector.  And  believe  it  or 
not,  an  occasional  silver  piece  still  does 
turn  up  in  a  roll.  This  won’t  happen 
often  any  more,  but  mavbe  in  that  next 
roll  ...  ■ 


